The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine by the Senior President of the Society which now occupies temporary accommodation at 3 Hill Square.
Scotland's first whole-body monitoring unit was officially opened at the Southern General Hospital, Glasgow, on 30 November, by Sir Harold Himsworth, former secretary of the Medical Research Council. Dr. J. M. A. Lenihan (1970) commenting on the union of science and medicine remarked that modern medicine demands a range of expertise in physics and bio-engineering which no single hospital could provide and so regional development was the obvious solution. It 
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The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine Twenty-five years ago, on 21 May 1947, the National Health Service (Scotland) Bill received the Royal Assent and so became an Act. Now that service is to be radically reorganized and a new Health Service (Scotland) Bill is currently being discussed at Westminster.
To mark the centenary of the death of David Livingstone on I May 1873, the Livingstone Trust launched an appeal in June for £250,000 to build an educational centre at the Livingstone Memorial, Blantyre. The centre will include a log-cabin style residential building with classrooms and canteen for school parties, and a pavilion for displaying life in modem Africa. The actual birthplace building will be renovated for educational purposes, with a wing including the old schoolhouse being devoted to a unit suitable for school pupils and students. Courses are presently being prepared. The Clydesdale Bank has recently been producing a series of Famous Scotsmen notes. One of the latest to appear is their £10 note which carries an engraved portrait of David Livingstone on the front and on the reverse side is depicted an African slave scene as a reminder of Livingstone's work to abolish slavery in Africa. ), yet another medical student who deserted to natural history, and who had been a member of the expedition. Murray completed his editorial task and the fifty volumes of the Challenger Reports were duly published in 1895. Perhaps the most important result of the work of these men was the ready co-operation of scientists throughout the world towards a common goal so that oceanography came into being as an international science. Maybe Conan Doyle in his Lost World paid tribute to the expedition when he named his scientist Professor Challenger. To mark the centenary of this epoch-making voyage a splendid exhibition was organized at the Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh, from July to September 1972, a book, the Voyage of the Challenger, was written by Eric Linklater, and a visit was paid to Leith by the most up-to-date 2,848-ton Naval survey ship, H.M.S. Hecate. On 6 August 1872, a-great social and educational event took place in the country. The day marked the coming into force of the Education (Scotland) Act of that year. The Act, repealing all previous educational Acts-and there had been several-set up school boards elected popularly, whose responsibility it was to ensure the adequacy and efficiency of education provision within their areas and for the attendance of all children aged 5-13 years. All schools under the management of school boards became
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The Scottish Society of the History of Medicine 'public'. This major event in Scottish social history was suitably celebrated throughout the country and many schools chose health topics for display in their exhibitions.
A hundred years ago, during a period corresponding to that covered by this Report of Proceedings, stirring events were taking place in Edinburgh on the question of admission of women to the university and their medical education, centring round the figures of Sophia Jex-Blake and her six fellow women medical students. So hotly disputed was the issue that social life in the city was disrupted for bitter feelings were engendered between the protagonists and antagonists of the issues at stake. Those of one party could no longer meet with those of the other.
THE TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SIXTY-EIGHTH ORDINARY MEETING
The Society meet at the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh on 23 October 1971 for its Annual General Meeting. At the Sixty-Eighth Ordinary Meeting which followed, Mr. David Mackenzie, Product Manager of Ethicon Ltd. gave a paper entitled:
THE HISTORY OF SUTURES
The title of this paper should more correctly be 'A Short History of Surgery with particular reference to Sutures' for the two subjects are inseparable. May I also clarify the word 'Sutures' in the title, for I mean both sutures which hold a wound together until it has healed, and ligatures which are used to tie off a vessel such as an artery.
Somewhere between 50,000 and 30,000 B.C. eyed needles were invented and by 20,000 B.c. bone needles were of a standard unsurpassed until the Renaissance. It is reasonable to assume that these needles were used to sew wounds together, for Neolithic skulls have been found, showing that during this period trepanning was successfully carried out. Bone growth inward from the edge of the hole shows that the patient was not only alive at the time of the operation but survived for a considerable period afterwards.
Primitive men in backwaters of the modem world give some indication of how early surgery was performed. North American Indians used cautery. East African tribes ligate blood vessels with tendons and close wounds with acacia thorns pushed through the wound with strips of vegetation wound round the protruding ends in a figure-of-eight. A missionary, Robert Felkin, described a caesarean section he saw performed in Uganda in 1879. It was skilfully performed using cautery and a skewerlike means of closure. A South American method of wound closure uses large black ants which bite the wound edges together, their powerful jaws acting in a similar manner to Michel clips. The ant's body is then twisted off leaving the head in place.
Returning to ancient times, about 1900 B.c. Hamurabi, king of Babylon, codified the laws and engraved them on a temple pillar. Some of these laws related to surgical practice. One stated that, 'If a physician shall make a severe wound with an operating knife and kill a patient or destroy an eye, his hands shall be cut off.' Although these laws show that surgery was performed, it also indicates why Babylonian medicine
